Frequently Asked Questions:

Q.
Why did you start writing?
A. 
I am an avid reader and for many years have had ideas pop into my head that I thought would make great stories.   I was finally at a place in my life where I had time to put one of the stories down on paper.
Q.
Who are your horror influences?
A.
Stephen King, obviously, and Shirley Jackson. I was always a fan of TV shows like The Twilight Zone, Amazing Stories, and Alfred Hitchcock Presents.  And growing up, I watched every horror movie I could find.
Q.
Who are your favorite authors?
A.
Stephen King, John Grisham, Michael Connelly, James Patterson, Bill Simmons, John D. MacDonald, Tony Hillerman, Michael Crichton.
Q.
What books have you read recently?
A.  
Mary Mary by James Patterson; Cell by Stephen King; The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini; The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly; The Broker by John Grisham; Cluck: Murder Most Fowl by Eric D. Knapp
Q.
When did you know that you had a book in you?
A.
Not until I had written the first 100 pages of Footfalls. At that point I felt confident in my abilities to finish the novel.
Q.
Are any of the characters in Footfalls based on real people?
A.
Yes, several characters are ‘loosely’ based on some people I know.  
Q.
Did you sneak out at night when you were a child like Jimmy does in your book?
A.
No, my mom would have beaten me within an inch of my life.  

Q.
I know that the original manuscript had references to some songs but they are not printed in the book.  Why?
A.
Unfortunately, the copyright approval process was not completed in time for the references to be used.  I had a cool song lyric for each book pertaining to knocking on doors (from Izzy Stradlin, The Stones, and John Mellencamp).  I also had a great line from a Refreshments song that I used to introduce the book.  I hope to include them in future printings.
Q.
Is there going to be a sequel to Footfalls?
A.
I had not planned on one but a lot of people have asked.  At this time I would say no, but I reserve the right to revisit the characters in the future.  I also promise not to kill a major character off in the first chapter (like every movie sequel does).
Q.
What are your future plans for writing?
A.
I am currently finishing my second novel, Suicide Watch and I have several other fleshed out ideas for books. I also have two short stories that I wrote after I finished Footfalls.   

Q.
There is a strong animal presence in the book.  Are you an animal lover like your main character, Jimmy?
A.
Yes, my wife and I have rescued over a dozen animals throughout our 16 years of marriage.  I grew up with pets and can’t imagine living without the love of a four legged creature in my house or on my lap.  

Q.
Where did you get the idea for the book Footfalls?
A.
When I was a child, I would hear noises in my pillow as I was trying to fall asleep.  I imagined that some creature was coming down the street to get me and I had to fall asleep before it reached my house.   I would count the steps to fall asleep as my own twisted version of “sheep counting.”   I later learned that it was simply my heartbeat that I was hearing.
Q.
Are the sports references in the book real?
A.
Yes. I hate sports movies that have grossly inaccurate references or implausible plays.  I made sure that all of the scores and teams mentioned were correct and even checked the starting times and dates of the games so they would be accurate (now you know what my wife has to deal with on a daily basis – God bless her for putting up with me).
